Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 273 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.025; wR factor = 0.065; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.0.
In the title compound, K 3 [Cu (C 10 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Xu et al., 2001) has demonstrated that XT 5-is able to form stable complexes with rare earth metal and cobalt ions.
Herewith we present the crystal structure of the title compound (I).
In (I) (Fig. 1 
Experimental
The ligand, bis{[bis(carboxymethyl)amino]methyl}phosphinic acid(XT), was synthesized according to the known procedure (Varga, 1997; Tircsó et al., 2007) .
The title complex was simply synthesized by mixing 0.4027 g XT, 0.1774 g CuCl 2 and 5 ml water in a small beaker with sufficient stirring. When the solution became clear, KOH was used to adjust the pH value to 8. Then the beaker was transferred to a closed container of methanol. After methanol vapor diffusion for one week, blue transparent crystals were observed from the solution. -z] . O6 belongs to the water molecule. H atoms omitted for clarity.
Tripotassium (bis{[bis(carboxylatomethyl)amino]methyl}phosphinato)cuprate(II) dihydrate
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